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Are you forgetting 
something?

Probably, but it’s ok...

The Memory Issue
 We have all had those moments. Whether 
casually looking for where you left your keys 
or heatedly trying to remember the differences 
between the common law rule and New York rules 
for defamation in a torts exam - at some point in our 
lives we all wish that we had a better memory. But 
the role of memory, as well as opinions about the 
importance of having a good one, has been evolving 
since at least the time the written word was invented. 
And the questions remain fundamentally unchanged. 
From the days of wax tablets and papyrus, people 
have wondered whether increased accessibility 
to information diminishes the importance of the 
ability to remember facts, texts and concepts.  If 
there is a shifting value relationship, how does 
this shift affect professionals, for example (ahem) 
lawyers, whose specialized knowledge is the basis 
of their profession?  It’s unlikely that questions 
like these will ever be completely resolved but 
looking at them more closely might just allow 

you to find those keys more quickly or reduce 
your blood pressure come next exam period.
A Debate for the Ages
 To add some context on how old the debate on 
the utility of being able to store information outside 
of human memory really is, one can look back to 
Plato’s Phaedrus. Written approximately 370 years 
before Christ, Phaedrus contains a dialogue relating 
an even earlier myth involving the Egyptian god of 
the underworld who, according to Socrates’ telling, 
invented the art of writing. When presenting the art 
of writing to another god, Thamus, who was charged 
with evaluating the usefulness of different inventions, 
the evaluating peer had these fairly unkind words: 
 “This discovery of yours will create 
forgetfulness in the learners’ souls, because they 
will not use their memories; they will trust to the 
external written characters and not remember of 
themselves. [Writing] is an aid not to memory, but to 
reminiscence, and you give your disciples not truth, 

but only the semblance of truth; they will be hearers 
of many things and will have learned nothing; they 
will appear to be omniscient and will generally 
know nothing; they will be tiresome company, 
having the show of wisdom without the reality.” 
 The observation seems a bit harsh but 
it does provide the basis of an important critical 
question for 21st century practitioners of the law; 
namely, does the simple ability to know where to 
look something up allow for “the show of wisdom 
without the reality”? Far be it for us mere mortals to 
question the judgment of an Egyptian deity but there 
does seem to be an equivocation, perhaps false, 
with memorization and understanding. In other 
words, just because you have textually memorized 
something (for example, the circumstances 
representing depraved indifference recklessness in 
a criminal context) does that mean that you have 
absorbed it to the point of having personal experience 
or knowledge of the subject? In the centuries before 
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writing was common or in cultures where oral 
traditions were the mainstay, there is little evidence 
that those charged with memorizing long passages 
of historical poems or epic tales had any specialized 
wisdom regarding the contents of those poems or 
stories. Similarly, competitors in events like The 
World Memory Championships are capable of 
memorizing impossibly long sequences of numbers, 
words, cards, etc. Can any amount of wisdom be 
drawn from memorizing the order of five decks of 
randomly shuffled cards? If there is any, it probably 
tells us more about the competitors than the subject.
 As any student who has been through at least 
one semester of law school will tell you, Professors 
are clear about one thing they want to see on an 
exam – the analysis. By this, they mean that they 
are taking Thamus’ ancient warning to heart that 
they want to see your wisdom (read: ability to apply 
the law) on the issues presented. But instructor’s 
approaches diverge when it comes to the importance 
of the ability to memorize the law in the first place. 
Enter the great debate over “closed book” and “open 
book” exams. An oft heard, and perfectly valid, 
defense of the closed book format offered by some 
professors goes something like this: the bar exam is 
closed book, we are here to prepare you for the bar 
exam, therefore closed book exams help students 
prepare for the bar. Other professors have adopted an 
analysis first approach (read: open book exam). Says 
Professor Rosemary Salomone, “In the days when 
I gave closed-book exams, I suspected that some 

students were spending too much time memorizing 
case names and fine details in rules at the expense of 
developing the analytic skills they needed to become 
effective lawyers.” But she also cautions student 
that there is “one danger in open-book exams.” 
The trap, she explains, “is that some students are 
lulled into the false belief that they need not study 
as hard as all the answers are at their ready disposal. 
They do not understand that you need to know the 
material just as well. If you cannot identify the issue, 
for example, the open-book format is of no help.”  
 The debate is not limited to graduate 
level professional studies. Prior to being removed 
for unrelated reasons, former Samuel Gompers 
Vocational High School teacher Raemon Matthews 
trained a group of his students for the U.S. Memory 
Championships as part of what he saw as the 
ultimate test of memory for his students, the New 
York Regents exam. His efforts gained him the 
attention of the U.S. Secretary of Education, 
resulting in his twice being selected as teacher 
of the year. According to one source, Matthews 
believed the dichotomy between memorization and 
learning was a distinction without a difference. In 
this he seems aligned with a 12th century colleague, 
the teacher of theologian Hugh of St. Victor, who 
is reported to have said “the whole usefulness 
of education consists only in the memory of it.” 
Or put more bluntly, if you can’t remember what 
you learned in school, there is no value in going. 
 But does this truism hold in a world 

where Lexis and Westlaw can provide in an hour 
the same amount of information that it would take 
days or weeks to memorize? Is this calculation 
affected by the fact that even if you do memorize 
the information, it is unlikely that you will retain 
very much of it in the long term?  Perhaps the 
answer is in what is actually being taught in law 
school. If a law school’s primary purpose is to teach 
a student the law – which it seems like a pretty 
basic assumption – then perhaps the value of that 
education has diminished considerably in a world 
where information is more and more accessible 
and the need for mental recall less apparent. For 
instance, a search for the necessary conditions of a 
contractual anticipatory repudiation can be had in 
a few mouse clicks. On the other hand, knowing 
how to get to that information is, arguably, the more 
valuable lesson taught over three years. Knowing 
where to find the rule statement quickly in a case is 
not the same as being able to recite from memory 
the elements of adverse possession. Knowing the 
elements is helpful for an attorney; knowing where 
to find cases where the facts have met the elemental 
test is considerably more useful, if not indispensable. 
In fact it could be said that a meaningful law 
school education is less a course in identification 
and memorization but more like a course in 
investigation. To put it in maritime terms, this is 
the difference between cartography and navigation.

(Continued on next page)

Memory (continued from first page)

 The Forum is proud to bring you its 46th October edition, something that 
seems almost impossible given the fact that the paper was all but defunct a few 

short years ago. But, thanks to few dedicated souls who understood that a law 
school newspaper is essential to its culture, the current editors of the paper are 

honored to say that - not only are we back - we are thriving. 

 For those of you familiar with our previous editions, you may notice 
some changes. This year we are trying a format that centers the content on 

one overarching theme per issue. This does not mean that will not be fulfilling 
what we see as our obligation to report important events. Stories from student 

organizations and events are always welcome. And we will continue to monitor 
the proposed change to the bar exam for New York State. As soon as there is 
something meaningful to report, you will be able to find all the information 

you need in our pages. Similarly, we will be observing the Pro-Bono Scholars 
Program for new developments resulting from that dramatic change to the law 

school curriculum. 

 Still, we feel that our role is to discuss both news that is immediately 
presenting itself as well as larger issues that should be of interest to St. John’s 

Law students. For this issue, we have chosen the subject of memory.

 Originally our intent was to discuss the function of memory in a scientific 
way – how the human memory functions and how that might be helpful to law 
students in trying to remember the enormous amount of information that a law 

school education requires. Then, as ideas often do, our initial discussions led 
us down paths that we did not anticipate. We began to look at the collective 

memory of the law school. (We would like to extend a special “thank you” to 
the school’s archivist Astrid Emel for her help with this.) In our investigation, 
we found “fresh faces” that have since become living traditions at the school. 

We found a particularly unsettling article about the future of the job market and 
predicting dire outcomes for J.D. students. Apparently, the job market hasn’t 

quite disappeared as predicted in 1975. We came across articles relating the war 
experiences of several professors - from World War II. We were honored to have 

prestigious faculty relate their own experiences at the school when they were 
students. (Special thanks to Vice Dean Andrew Simons for his recollection of his 

first day of law school.) 

 Upon reflection, our greatest discovery was in fact a rediscovery. In a 
period where due dates, reading assignments and job prospects dominate much 
of a student’s day, not having time for adequate reflection on the big picture is 

an understandable failing. But it is a failing. Our walk through the past gave us 
a deeper understanding of the fact that we are individual parts of a much greater 
tradition and institution. This institution has produced several governors, many 
judges and some great statesmen. The number of clients who were able to find 

competent representation because of the education that students received here is 
incalculable. In short, we owe it to ourselves to remember our past as we create a 

future. 

From the Editors:

Nothing fixes a thing so intensely in the memory as 
the wish to forget it.

Michel de Montaigne
(1533 – 1592) 



3

Memory Palaces
 The last metaphor may actually be less 
strained than t might appear to some who have 
adopted what is called the “loci” or “memory 
palace” method of remembering things. An 
underlying thesis of practitioners of the loci method 
is that the human memory evolved with a strong 
emphasis on remembering places and paths. To 
understand this better think about how important 
it would be for an early human to remember 
where certain prey could be found or, even more 
practically, how to get back to back to the cave in 
an era before maps or GPS. The use of landmarks 
and remembering different environments was surely 
one of the earliest human mental developments. 
 Loci devotees use these same tools to 
remember random facts by constructing a memory 
palace. (Fans of the recent British TV show 
“Sherlock” may have noticed references to this 
technique in several episodes.) A simple illustration 
of how the loci method works can be had by 
imagining a list of random items (an orange, a 
piece of rope, a car battery, and textbook) that need 
to be remembered. The system works by charting 
a path through a familiar place and placing one 
item in each room or area in that place. Using our 
sample list and selecting an imaginary place such 
as a house - one might mentally put the orange in 
the entryway, the piece of rope in the adjoining 
kitchen, the car battery in the dining room and the 
textbook in the living room. By doing so and then 
mentally walking the path through the house, it is 

remarkable how easily the four random objects can 
be recalled. What’s more, the order of the objects is 
easy to remember. The reverse order can be recalled 
simply by tracing the path in the reverse direction. 
The system works just as well with four objects or 
forty. Who is to say that the same thing done with 
the objects can’t be done with the myriad of articles 
of the UCC? (For some background material on 
the Loci Method, see companion piece in this 
issue with excerpts from Rhetorica ad Herennium.)
Is the Loss of Memory Really a Gain in 
Disguise?
 While the Loci system is a useful tool for 
those willing to take the time to master it, the value 
of the system can only be measured by the value that 
we give to the ability to remember things. In 2007, 
the great French philosopher Michel Serres spoke 
at a conference regarding the cognitive revolution 
that is springing from Les Nouvelles Technologies. 
Among other things, he addressed the “catastrophic” 
loss of memory that accompanied each age that saw a 
revolution in the availability of information. Echoing 
our Egyptian deities, he sees the invention of writing 
as a great leap in the diminution of an individual’s 
ability to remember things. Successive waves of 
forgetfulness were accompanied by the invention 
of the printing press and, yes, the invention of the 
memory chip. He asks, “How is it that a faculty that 
was so essential to human evolution has a history in 
which you can steadily measure its disappearance?” 
But, characteristically, he takes the examination one 
step farther by analyzing what a “loss” actually is. 

A loss, he explains is intrinsically tied to a gain. 
Relating a story from a former professor, he reminds 
us that we were once all quadrupeds, capable 
of locomotion with appendages that were very 
specialized in their function. Today, he continues, 
humans have stopped using all four appendages 
for locomotion and have developed hands. And 
while hands have lost the function of carrying our 
bodies around, they have become a “universal tool” 
– a tool capable of activities as varied as playing 
the violin, writing, using a hammer, or caressing a 
loved one. Serres’ point is that as our minds may be 
losing a singular or “formatted” function (that is to 
remember a lot of things), our minds may be gaining 
greater dexterity in terms of developing more 
universal uses (perhaps by knowing how to plug 
in the most important information into a problem).  
 In any event, despite the advance of 
technology, it seems that memory will always have 
some special function in our lives and, as with most 
things, its role will be balanced by utility. To listen 
to the poets tell it, one (Dan Simmons) will ask us 
“How could anyone stay sane with entire lifetimes 
stored in our mind?” but another (Luis Buñuel) 
reminds us that, “Life without memory is no life at 
all, . . . Our memory is our coherence, our reason, our 
feeling, even our action. Without it, we are nothing.”
[Attribution:  Some material for this article was 
sourced from the book “Moonwalking with 
Einstein; The Art and Science of Remembering 
Everything” by Joshua Foer, The Penguin Press, 
2011.]

Memory (continued from second page)

And I do not mean professional vis-à-vis-
vis amateur; I mean professional as opposed 
to UNPROFESSIONAL!  You are joining a 
learned profession, and must act accordingly.  
 
 But first I want to thank the editors of the 
Forum for this opportunity to share some thoughts 
with you, our law students, about your obligations 
as students of the law to act at all times in the finest 
ethical tradition of members of the legal profession. 
Even as students you are in a very real sense already 
members of the legal profession – practicing law in 
our clinics pursuant to a student-practice order from 
the Appellate Division; advising judges as judicial 
interns; working in law firms, District Attorney’s 
offices, and other government agencies as externs; 
and participating in CAP, CLARO, LIFT, Project 
FAIR, Access to Justice, to cite some instances 
of real law practice. You are thus held to the high 
standards of professionalism by which all members 
of the legal profession are bound. Even more so, as 
law students your conduct is guided by our Code 
of Student Professional Responsibility, found in 
the Student Handbook and on the law school’s 
website. And finally, there are professional customs 
and mores which should guide our daily activities.

 Why do I mention these codes and 
guidelines?  Because they are occasionally violated, 
sometimes with devastating results. We want you to 
avoid the pitfalls that have interrupted or terminated 
the legal education of some of your predecessors.

Pitfalls to Avoid

 While we actually have not had recent 
instances of plundering or pillaging, regrettably we 
have had instances of lying, cheating, plagiarizing, 
rudeness and other professional misconduct. 
Very recently the Code of Student Professional 
Responsibility provided the guidelines for us to 

conduct a grievance proceeding in which a student 
was charged with three separate instances of 
plagiarism - the student admitted to substantially 
plagiarizing three papers in three different courses. 
They were not his own words; they were the words 
of others; he passed them off as his own; he deceived 
his three different professors regarding the work that 
he submitted to them.  He was a fraud, and received a 
failing grade in each of the three courses.  Following 
a grievance proceeding before faculty and students, 
he was expelled.  It is a sad, sad day when a student 
who has spent many years and many resources to 
obtain a legal education loses everything because 
of dishonesty.  Please do not let it happen to you.

 More on plagiarism: it is not sufficient 
to merely “cite” your authority if in fact you 
have quoted from it. You must put any quoted 
materials in quotation marks, and cite the precise 
page where the words can be found. Law students 
who have not done this have been disciplined by 
the law school in accordance with the Code of 
Studeånt Professional Responsibility. Lawyers who 
have not done this have been disciplined by the 
Grievance Committee.  Forewarned is forearmed!

News Bulletin:
 
 Here’s the headline from the 
New York Times of October 12, 2014:

“PLAGIARISM COSTS DEGREE FOR 
SENATOR”

 It seems that the Army War College in 
Carlisle, PA, has just rescinded the Master’s Degree 
of the United States Senator from Montana, because 
he “plagiarized his final paper there in 2007.”  
Such misconduct will always catch up with you.  
And if your ethical principles are insufficient to 

prevent you from going astray here, let common 
sense come into play.  The plagiarist is always 
caught – always – sooner or later, and the results 
are always devastating.  Just say, “No.  Not ever.”

 And be honest.  Not too long ago a graduate 
ran into a problem with the Character Committee 
after passing the bar exam.  Seems she revealed on her 
bar application a college DUI incident of years before, 
but had concealed it on her law school application.  
Not good.  Dishonest.  Deceitful.  Her bar admission 
has been delayed and is ultimately uncertain.  After 
three hard years of legal education and bar passage.  
What a shame.  What a waste! As my wife is wont 
to say, “You can’t get caught in the truth!”  Amen.
  
Professionalism Includes Respect for Others 

 On perhaps a less egregious but nevertheless 
unprofessional scale, we periodically encounter 
such annoyances as rudeness, slovenliness, 
arrogance, disrespect for the feelings and property 
of others, feet on furniture, etc. Good manners 
and respect for others are integral aspects of 
professionalism. So too is your attire. While we 
do not have a dress code, it is always good to be 
neat, clean, and dressed appropriately. As someone 
from the old school, I cannot abide baseball caps 
being worn inside the law school, frontwards or 
backwards (fellows, is it really that cold that you 
need to wear your baseball hats indoors?). Habits 
such as these, if left unchecked, can mark you as 
unprofessional, now and later when you practice 
law, negatively affecting your reputation in the 
profession – among lawyers, judges, court clerks, 
clients, partners, adversaries, and your colleagues.

Be Professional!
(Don’t lie, cheat, plunder, pillage, plagiarize or otherwise 
engage in professional misconduct!)
By Vice Dean Emeritus Andrew J. Simons, Class of ‘65

(Continued on page 12) 
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Rising Star at St. John’s...
In our research, we came across many fresh faces but found an article 
announcing of the return of a young professor that would become a very 
special member of the St. John’s family especially endearing...

We’ve all been there – sitting in a packed lecture, 
amongst eighty of our peers, having read (but not 
necessarily understood) the assigned readings. 
The worst thing that could possibly happen at this 
particular moment? Yup. He picked me. What are 
the odds? Well, roughly one in eighty – but that 
was quite obviously a rhetorical question. The 
precision with which he randomly chose my name 
from a roster two pages long is ironic. Why am I 
nervous? I don’t usually quiver at the thought of 
public speaking. I did the reading. I know the facts. 
But for some unidentifiable and totally unjustifiable 
reason, my voice is shaky. My palms are sweating. 
And my knees? Well, I’d tell you what they were 
doing if I could feel them. 
This scenario inevitably sparks a series of 
questions: Is my professor silently (or otherwise) 
judging me for my lack of composure? Are my 
classmates? Was my professor ever this nervous? 
Or has he always 
been as effortlessly 
calm and collected 
as he is today? I 
called upon one of 
the most intimidating 
professors at St. 
John’s Law – Dean 
Andrew Simons – for 
some insight into his 
experience on the 
receiving end of the 
dreaded Socratic 
method. 

“Present At The Creation…

Well, not exactly, it just seems that way.  For me 
law school at St. John’s in Brooklyn began on a 
beautiful day in September 1962, after I had served 
two years at sea with the United States Navy and 
spent the summer at two jobs earning some money 
for my upcoming marriage (a year off).  There 
were 250 day students, 125 in each section.  Stern 
and imposing, Dr. Edward T. Fagan, Jr. conducted 
a 2-day orientation in which he explained on day 1 
how to brief a case, and that he would call on us on 
day 2 for recitation.
Since in the first hour on day 2 he had not 
called on anyone yet, during the break everyone 
was nervous, crowded into the hallway at 96 
Schermerhorn Street, smoking (yes, in the hallway) 
and obsessing over the possibility of being called 
upon for the first recitation of our legal education.  
With my obvious wisdom, experience and maturity, 
I calmed everyone down: “Listen, there are 125 of 
us, what are the odds of your being called upon?  
Or you?  Or you?”  All agreed, relaxed and looked 
forward to whoever was going to be the guinea pig 
for our section.
Back into the classroom we go, regained our 
(assigned) seats, and listened for the name of Dr. 
Fagan’s victim:
“Mr. Simons,” his voice boomed!  As I stood to 
start my legal career, my knee caps shaking, a 
humorous murmur ran through the class – and I am 
sure Fagan had no idea why so many were smiling, 
if not outright laughing!  “That’s the guy who said 

the odds were against our being called upon,” I 
could hear them thinking. “I guess he was right; we 
weren’t called upon, he was!”
(My kneecaps were literally shaking.  I just hoped 
no one could tell, so long as my pants legs were 
not joining in the activity.  Message here: we all 
get nervous in such situations; the important thing 
is to be able to suppress the nervousness so that 
it doesn’t get in the way of clarity of thought and 
speech!  Mario Cuomo used to tell us that you must 
be a little nervous going into court – the lawyer 
who says he is not is either lying or dead!  A little 
adrenalin keeps you on your toes.)
Fast forward to 1976 - Dr. Fagan, now “Ned,” is 
my colleague, and he, Dean Murphy and I teach 
the three sections of Torts.  One evening in class 
I am having a conversation with (i.e., grilling) 
a 1L evening student, who believes that the 
defendant should prevail in a particular negligence 
case.  After a few questions he concedes that, 
upon reflection, perhaps it is the plaintiff who 
should prevail.  A few questions later, oops, no, 
wrong again, the ruling should be in favor of the 
defendant as he first thought.  A bit more colloquy 
– “OK, I guess it’s the plaintiff.”   So, feigning 
exasperation, I politely inquire as to which one is 
it, the plaintiff or the defendant?  And he responds, 
also politely but with an air of resignation, “Which 
of the words that you put in my mouth would you 
like to hear?”  Everyone laughed, including the 
professor.
Somewhere along the line I went from being the 
nervous student to creating the nervous student!  

“Professors – They’ve Been There”
Introduction by Katrina Dibbini, Associate Managing Editor for THE FORUM
Reflections by Vice Dean Emeritus Andrew J. Simons

96 Schermerhorn Street in 
Brooklyn, the former home of 

the law school

 Law school and relaxation are two words you never hear in the same 
sentence. The strenuous schedule of reading for class, outlining, and reviewing 
never ends. If you do catch a break from that, then you need to focus on your 
note for a journal or an assignment for an internship.
 Although your brain can process ten different things at one time, it 
needs a break. Here are few quick ways for yourself and your brain to step 
away from the mayhem: 

Eating Outdoors: 
Food is essential, no one needs to tell you that. But if you take your snack break 
outside, leaving your cellphone and books away, you can actually indulge in 
your snack. Smelling fresh air can help rejuvenate your brain so you are ready 
to attack whatever problem set you have assigned for that evening. 

Download Your Relaxation: (available for iPhone and Android):
Acupressure – An app that helps you find your pressure points so you can 
release tension when you are feeling overwhelmed. 

Relax Melodies – An app that creates a calm environment to help you sleep and 
reduce anxiety. 

Breathe2Relax – An app with guided breathing exercises.  

Taking a Power Nap: 
You might think if you let your head touch the pillow you will pass out and 
not want to wake up. Wrong! If your body is telling you it is tired, set an alarm 
for 12 minutes and another for 15. This way you get to rest for the first 12 and 
during the next three slowly begin gathering your thoughts and re-planning out 
your day. 

Running: 
One of the best ways to take off stress and calm down is to go for a quick run. 
For some waking up 15 minutes earlier and running around the block works, 
while others enjoy a quick run after class. For you high achievers who feel that 
you want to still encompass school into your relaxation, print out a case and 
read it while you are on an elliptical or treadmill. The best part about running 
is that it relaxes your mind and also wakes you up so when you do sit down to 
do some work your mind is alert and ready to begin again. If running is not a 
preferred exercise, check out the Fitness Center for a schedule of Spin classes, 
Yoga classes, or Pilates classes. 

Breathing skills:
By taking a few moments and actually listening to your breath you can enhance 
your energy level. To do this you can repeat a word or a phrase or monitor how 
your breath feels and sounds as you inhale and exhale. Taking out just five 
minutes to breathe deeply can help revitalize your mindset. 

Talk about it:
The best part about stress in law school is that you are not the only one feeling 
it. 2Ls, 3Ls, and professors all went through similar hardships. A final way to 
help reduce stress and relax is to share your situation with someone else. Simply 
talking about an issue helps you narrow down exactly what is bothering you. 
This process also allows another person to give you feedback on how to solve 
your problem or go about the issue in a better manner. Once you speak about 
the stress out loud, you will already feel calmer knowing someone else knows 
how you feel. 

Who Has Time To Relax? Maybe You Do After All
By Raspreet Bhatia, Forum Staff Writer
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The subject of memory has been deliberated on for 
millennia. A famous treatise on rhetoric written for a 
Roman Consul in roughly 90 BC and often attributed 
to Cicero shows how ancient Romans both understood 
memory (as both “natural” and “artificial”) and 
illustrates some of the devices they used to memorize 
large amounts of information in an age where 
literacy was rare. Fans of the recent television 
series “Sherlock,” in which numerous references 
are made to his “memory palace,” might recognize 
the concept described here.  While presented as the 
author’s thinking at the time, the tradition of using 
spatial relationships as a memory aid predates this 
treatise by at least 450 years. It had already been 
described by the Greek lyric poet, Simonides de Ceos, 
who found the process useful for remembering epic 
poems. Tradition holds that Simonedes discovered 
the device after being asked to recall the names of 
those killed at a feast after the banquet hall collapsed. 

Text redacted from a translation by Harry Caplan:

 “Now let me turn to the treasure-house of 
the ideas supplied by Invention, to the guardian of all 
the parts of rhetoric, the Memory…. There are, then, 
two kinds of memory: one natural, and the other the 
product of art. The natural memory is that memory 
which is imbedded in our minds, born simultaneously 
with thought. The artificial memory is that memory 
which is strengthened by a kind of training and system 
of discipline. …The natural memory, if a person is 
endowed with an exceptional one, is often like this 
artificial memory, and this artificial memory, in its 
turn, retains and develops the natural advantages by 
a method of discipline. Thus the natural memory 
must be strengthened by discipline so as to become 
exceptional, and, on the other hand, this memory 
provided by discipline requires natural ability. …The 
training here offered will therefore also be useful to 
those who by nature have a good memory, as you will 
yourself soon come to understand.  But even if these, 
relying on their natural talent, did not need our help, we 
should still be justified in wishing to aid the less well-
endowed. Now I shall discuss the artificial memory.
 The artificial memory includes backgrounds 
and images. By backgrounds I mean such scenes as 
are naturally or artificially set off on a small scale, 
complete and conspicuous, so that we can grasp 
and embrace them easily by the natural memory 
— for example, a house, an intercolumnar space, a 
recess, an arch, or the like. An image is, as it were, 
a figure, mark, or portrait of the object we wish 
to remember; for example, if we wish to recall a 
horse, a lion, or an eagle, we must place its image 
in a definite background. Now I shall show what 
kind of backgrounds we should invent and how we 
should discover the images and set them therein.
 Those who know the letters of the alphabet 
can thereby write out what is dictated to them and 
read aloud what they have written. Likewise, those 
who have learned mnemonics can set in backgrounds 
what they have heard, and from these backgrounds 
deliver it by memory. For the backgrounds are very 
much like wax tablet or papyrus, the images like 
letters, the arrangement and disposition of the images 
like the script, and the delivery is like the reading. 
We should therefore, if we desire to memorize a 
large number of items, equip ourselves with a large 

number of backgrounds, so that in these we may set a 
large number of images. I likewise think it obligatory 
to have these backgrounds in a series, so that we 
never by confusion in their order be prevented 
from following the images — proceeding from any 
background we wish, whatsoever its place in the 
series, and whether we go forwards or backwards….
 For example, if we should see a great number 
of our acquaintances standing in a certain order, it 
would not make any difference to us whether we should 
tell their names beginning with the person standing at 
the head of the line or at the foot or in the middle. So 
with respect to the backgrounds. If these have been 
arranged in order, the result will be that, reminded by 
the images, we can repeat orally what we committed 
to the backgrounds, proceeding in either direction 
from any background we please.  That is why it also 
seems best to arrange the backgrounds in a series. 
 We shall need to study with special care 
the backgrounds we have adopted so that they may 
cling lastingly in our memory, for the images, like 
letters, are effaced when we make no use of them, 
but the backgrounds, like wax tablets, should abide. 
And that we may by no chance err in the number of 
backgrounds, each fifth background should be marked. 
For example, if in the fifth we should set a golden 
hand, and in the tenth some acquaintance whose 
first name is Decimus, it will then be easy to station 
like marks in each successive fifth background....
 Although it is easy for a person with a 
relatively large experience to equip himself with as 
many and as suitable backgrounds as he may desire, 
even a person who believes that he finds no store of 
backgrounds that are good enough, may succeeded 
in fashioning as many such as he wishes. For the 
imagination can embrace any region whatsoever 
and it at will fashion and construct the setting of 
some background. Hence, if we are not content with 
our ready-made supply of backgrounds, we may in 
our imagination create a region for ourselves and 
obtain a most serviceable distribution of appropriate 
backgrounds. On the subject of backgrounds enough 
has been said; let me now turn to the theory of images.
 Since, then, images must resemble objects, we 
ought ourselves to choose from all objects likenesses 
for our use. Hence likenesses are bound to be of 
two kinds, one of subject-matter the other of words. 
Likenesses of matter are formed when we enlist images 
that present a general view of the matter with which 
we are dealing; likenesses of words are established 
when the record of each single noun or appellative 
is kept by an image.  Often we encompass the record 
of an entire matter by one notation, a single image.
 For example, the prosecutor has said that 
the defendant killed a man by poison, has charged 
that the motive for the crime was an inheritance, 
and declared that there are many witnesses and 
accessories to this act. If in order to facilitate our 
defence we wish to remember this first point, we shall 
in our first background form an image of the whole 
matter. We shall picture the man in question as lying 
ill in bed, if we know his person. If we do not know 
him, we shall yet take some one to be our invalid, 
but a man of the lowest class, so that he may come 
to mind at once. And we shall place the defendant 
at the bedside, holding in his right hand a cup, and 
in his left tablets, and on the fourth finger ram’s 
testicles. In this way we can record the man who was 

poisoned, the inheritance, and the witnesses.  In like 
fashion we shall set the other counts of the charge 
in backgrounds successively, following their order, 
and whenever we wish to remember a point, by 
properly arranging the patterns of the backgrounds 
and carefully imprinting the images, we shall easily 
succeed in calling back to mind what we wish.

[Editor’s note: Discussion of using the 
same techniques for memorizing text 
or “verse” omitted for space reasons.]

Early Adopter of the Loci Method, Simonides de Ceos as 
imagined by a 15th Century Artist.
 
 Now, lest you should perchance regard the 
memorizing of words either as too difficult or as of 
too little use, and so rest content with the memorizing 
of matter, as being easier and more useful, I must 
advise you why I do not disapprove of memorizing 
words. I believe that they who wish to do easy things 
without trouble and toil must previously have been 
trained in more difficult things. Nor have I included 
memorization of words to enable us to get verse by 
rote, but rather as an exercise whereby to strengthen 
that other kind of memory, the memory of matter, 
which is of practical use. Thus we may without 
effort pass from this difficult training to ease in that 
other memory. In every discipline artistic theory 
is of little avail without unremitting exercise, but 
especially in mnemonics theory is almost valueless 
unless made good by industry, devotion, toil, and 
care. You can make sure that you have as many 
backgrounds as possible and that these conform as 
much as possible to the rules; in placing the images 
you should exercise every day. … There is never a 
moment when we do not wish to commit something 
to memory, and we wish it most of all when our 
attention is held by business of special importance. 
So, since a ready memory is a useful thing, you 
see clearly with what great pains we must strive 
to acquire so useful a faculty. Once you know its 
uses you will be able to appreciate this advice.” 

Memory Lessons from the Past: Rhetorica ad Herennium 
(“Rhetoric: For Herennius)

“Memory is the diary we all carry about with us.” 
― Oscar Wilde



6

The Forum’s Masthead 
Through the Years

In the forty plus years of The Forum’s existence, not only has the content 
evolved; the look of the paper has as well. Here are few examples of how 
the paper’s masthead has evolved...

Circa 1975    

Circa 1999

Circa 1994

Circa 1984

“One morning in 2006, attorney Steven Donziger headed to the Palacio de 
Justicia in Quito, Ecuador,’” read Paul M. Barrett. “‘We’re going down to have 
a little chat with the judge,’ he told the documentary film crew he had invited 
to follow him.”

And “chat” he did.

That was an excerpt from Law of the Jungle, the latest book written by 
Bloomberg Businessweek’s assistant managing editor and senior writer, Paul 
M. Barrett.

Approximately 50 students and faculty members were on hand to hear Barrett 
present his recent release in the Solarium of Belson Hall as part of the Global 
Speaker Series hosted by the Center for International and Comparative Law 
(“CICL”).

The book centers on Donziger who won a class action lawsuit against Big Oil 
company, Chevron, over massive pollution affecting Ecuadorian farmers in 
South American rain forests.

Chevron was ordered to pay $19 billion, which was later reduced to $9.5 bil-
lion. They rebuffed the order, refusing to pay. 

This legal battle is an epic tale that spans over two decades and two continents. 
It subsequently exposed Donziger’s fraudulent tactics—bribery, coercion, 
etc.—to the detriment of his clients and is still being litigated. Presently, the 
plaintiffs are in the midst of trying to enforce the verdict where Chevron actu-
ally holds assets (Canada, Argentina, and Brazil).

Barrett’s detailed account in Law of the Jungle is a “dark and compelling read” 
said St. John’s School of Law Professor and CICL Co-Director, Peggy Mc-
Guinness, who moderated the event.

“This is the story of a seemingly righteous campaign to save the rain forest and 
its inhabitants that went horribly awry,” Barrett remarked.

He said that his book, in part, seeks to settle two irreconcilable rulings of two 
different judicial systems: The verdict out of Ecuador’s Civil Law System—
granting the plaintiffs a favorable judgment—and the ruling from a U.S. dis-
trict judge that invoked the Racketeering Influenced and Corrupt Organizations 
(RICO) Act against Donziger for his misconduct.

“It addresses how we tend to see legal and social conflict in black and white 
terms as David versus Goliath parables,” said Barrett. “When in fact, Oil is 
drilled, law suits are filed, justice is sought, and apportioned in shades of gray.”

During the question and answer period, Barrett commented on the proliferation 

of the case and its affect on Donziger’s legal team and anyone who ever had 
anything to do with him. His “misdeeds have opened the door for Chevron, 
which has given its lawyers a blank check to do whatever” leading to a trou-
bling situation and an infinite legal battle.

Students in attendance remarked on the significance of CICL’s Global Speaker 
Series. 

1L, Dan Gilpin, said that Barrett’s presentation was engaging and interesting.

“The complex topics were really brought down to a nice understandable level,” 
he said. “Even if we hadn’t gone over them, it tied in some of the very basic 
topics we’d already covered in courses like Contracts and Civil Procedure.”

CICL continues their series with more events later this month, and will host 
visiting scholar Michael Pietkiewicz from the University of Warmia & Mazury, 
Poland.

Sarah Roe, a CICL Fellow and a 3L, said that these events are important in 
teaching law students how to be global practitioners and to think along the 
lines of how to serve your client internationally.

“1L year you’re really focused on [the] domestic,” she said. “But I think the 
practice of law is changing so much that it’s very global and that we really, as 
law students, need to change our thinking and stop thinking locally.”

Paul M. Barret talks
Law of the Jungle at 
CICL Global Speakers Event
By Leah M. Winfield, FORUM Staff Writer

I constantly walk into a room and I don’t remember why; but for some 
reason, I think there’s going to be a clue in the fridge.

Caroline Rhea
(1964 – )
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The Labor Relations and Employment Law Society 
(LRELS) and the Center for Labor and Employment 
Law (CLEL) are mainstays in the Law School 
Community. We have started the year off with some 
great programming, made possible by a fortuitous 
convergence of generous friends and alumni. We 
were fortunate enough to be celebrated at a reception 
at Yankee Stadium hosted by alumnus Michael Masri 
’95, a partner at Meltzer Lippe in Mineola. This event 
was for students and recent alumni and was attended by 
Gene Ubawaike ’15. Here at St. John’s we have been 
fortunate enough to welcome several members of the 
EEOC in the recent past including general counsel 
David Lopez last year, and the immediate past chair 
of the EEOC, the Honorable Jacqueline Berrien on 
September 18.  We were very honored to welcome Ms. 
Berrien, to speak about President Obama’s strategic 
fair employment initiatives and her career path.  

To keep up to date on the happenings of the 
LRELS, follow our blog at stjclelblog.org. We 
welcome student submissions in any area of 
expertise, whether substantive, an opinion or 
something you dream up! Our blog is always 
accepting student publications and is widely read 
by labor and employment attorneys. You can find 

upcoming events and current information about 
On September 16, we hosted a very interactive 
lecture by Jack Newhouse ’12. An associate with 
Virginia & Ambinder, Mr. Newhouse concentrates 
in employee just wage claims. September 18 was a 
particularly noteworthy day, with Professor Gregory 
quoted in the NY Times in the morning and appearing 
on NBC news with Brian Williams in the evening!

On October 24 at 7:30 p.m., Dr. Charles Russo ’83 
Law, ‘89 Ed.D., the primary author of the nation’s 
leading casebook on Education Law, will discuss 
Education as a Global Human Right at the Catholic 
Worker Mary House (55 E 3rd Street).  This will be 
a great lecture and an opportunity to network with 
prominent alumni.  Anyone interested in education 
law or worker’s rights would enjoy this event, 
and it will be a prime networking opportunity. 

On Monday, October 27 commencing at 5:30 
p.m. in the fourth floor Law School Atrium, His 
Eminence Edward Cardinal, Archbishop Emeritus 
of New York, will present the Distinguished Annual 
Lecture of the Labor Relations and Employment 
Law Society for 2014. Our Distinguished Annual 
Lecture dates back to All Souls’ Day, November 2, 

1987, when Cesar Chavez, founder and President 
of the United Farm Workers’ Union, presented the 
inaugural Distinguished Lecture. We hope you can 
join us for this very special event: In “Pope Francis: 
Where He Will Lead Us,” His Eminence will reflect 
on their many years of friendship, outline major life 
events, and indicate some of the goals His Eminence 
believes His Holiness has in mind for the Church.

In February 2015 we look forward to presenting 
available scholarships and holding our Annual 
Management Lawyer’s Colloquium. One scholarship 
in particular is the Coca-Cola Scholarship with 
an award of $20,000 and a summer position with 
Coca-Cola. For information about other available 
scholarships and how to apply, please see our blog. 

Elections for officers of the LRELS will take place 
in early 2015 for any interested students. The current 
executive board is comprised of Sarah Mannix ’15, 
Samantha Kimmel ’15, Stephen Halouvas ’15 and 
Cynthia Vella ’14. Any one of the board members 
would be happy to answer any questions about the 
upcoming events or elections. Our next general body 
meeting will be held Tuesday, November 4, 2014 
at 5:30pm, room TBD. We hope to see you there! 

Labor and Employment Societies Already Busy
Events and Elections in the Works
By Sarah Mannix, 3L

Greetings St. John’s Law,

I hope everyone’s semester is going well with plenty of learning, fun, and pro 
bono work!  If you are interested in earning pro bono hours and gaining more 
legal experience, there are plenty of opportunities.  Do you have questions about 
how to get started volunteering?  Feel free to add PILSA’s TWEN page and 
send us a message.  One of our executive members will answer your questions 
or point you in the right direction for more information.  CLARO, LIFT, and 
CAP are just a few of the wonderful pro bono opportunities that St. John’s has 
to offer. 
 Here in the PILSA office, the executive board has been busy planning 
this year’s events.  We have a nice mixture of old and new events to ensure that 
your year is full of excitement.  PILSA’s traditional fall activity, Spooktacular, 
will be held on October 24.  Mark your calendars now, and stay tuned for 
information about the location and price – you won’t want to miss this night.  
Spooktacular, along with the Public Interest Auction in the spring, raises money 
for the Public Interest Fellowship, which provides monetary assistance to 
students each summer who are interning with a public interest organization.  I 
was just one of the many students who received the Fellowship funding, and it 

helped me get through the summer doing what I truly wanted without having to 
look for a paying job on the side.
 In February, ten St. John’s Law students will be traveling to Louisiana 
during Spring Break to provide free legal aid through Southeast Louisiana Legal 
Services.  Interested students should submit a resume, a one-page statement 
of interest, and one letter of recommendation.  More information regarding 
the application process, as well as the application drop box can be found on 
the PILSA TWEN page.  Applications will be accepted until October 27.  This 
is a great way to gain legal experience, make new friends, and give back to a 
community in need.  We look forward to reading your applications!
 This is only a small sampling of what PILSA has in store for this 
upcoming year.  There are even more events in the works that are guaranteed to 
be a good time.  Stop by a meeting and join our TWEN page to stay updated.  
We promise you won’t regret it!
All the best,

Executive Board
Public Interest Law Students Association

Introductory Message From PILSA E-Board

 Earlier this month, the Intellectual Property 
Law Society (IPLS), in conjunction with the 
Entertainment and Sports Law Society (EASL), 
hosted its second annual student internship panel. 
Both societies successfully joined forces to introduce 
first year law students to the various internship 
opportunities available in both the intellectual 
property and entertainment fields.  IPLS President 
and David Yurman intern Angele Chapman 15’, 
wanted the societies to host this panel during the 
fall semester so “students can reflect back on the 
discussion during their upcoming internship search.”  
She also wanted students “to know that there are 
other avenues to pursue rather than the traditional 
1L judicial internship route,” Chapman 15’.
 Intro to Intellectual Property Law Professor 
Eva Subotnik encourages first year students to 
“introduce [themselves] to the IP professors and join 
the IP-oriented student groups- IP and EASL- and to 
attend their events on campus.” She also recommends 
that students apply for summer jobs and internships 
early on in the Spring semester “to maximize [their] 
chances of securing one that interests [them].”
 Obtaining a fulfilling legal internship for 
summer is among one of the many objectives for 
1Ls, but sometimes the underlying procedure to 
achieve that goal becomes overwhelming and 
confusing.  Although career services is in place to 
help alleviate some of that bewilderment, this panel 

discussion allowed for 1Ls to gain immediate and 
practical advice from current St. John’s students 
who had just recently gone through the process.  
“The event was such a great opportunity for 
information and networking,” said Micaela Manley 
17’.  Ms. Manley also mentioned that she found 
it helpful to hear about how other students have 
acquired internships in the intellectual property and 
entertainment fields before she begins her own search. 
 Among the student panelists, William 
Hargett 15’ and Stephen Maniscalo 15’ discussed 
their past summer experiences working with patent 
law. Hargett worked for Ryan, Mason & Lewis, LLP, 
a boutique Connecticut based firm that specializes 
in patent prosecution, while Maniscalo worked at 
Paul Weiss, a large firm, that offers a multitude of 
practice areas, including media and entertainment. 
Maniscalo recommended that students interested 
in patent law should attend The Loyola Patent Law 
Interview Program in Chicago as that is where 
he met with the firm that he worked for this past 
summer, and will be returning to after graduation. 
 Additionally, Alycia Torres 15’, Cecilia 
Ehresman 16’, Michael Benzaki 16’, and James 
West 16’ all chose to work in-house for major 
corporations.  Torres 15’ currently works for MTV 
U, where she also worked this past summer, and 
SONY in its contract administration department. 
Prior to working for MTV, Torres interned at 

Carriman Law Group, a boutique Brooklyn based 
firm specializing in Entertainment, Business, 
Digital, and Trademark law, and Steve Gordon 
Law, a sole practitioner. She believes that her past 
internship experiences in addition to her taking 
relevant IP related courses offered at St. John’s 
helped her to land both of her current positions. 
Torres did not work in a legal environment during 
her 1L summer, instead she traveled to Rome with 
the school where she took a course in Comparative 
Law and International Art and Cultural Heritage 
Law, learned about different cultures, and gained 
six credits throughout the process. Although 
she recommends this four-week opportunity to 
interested students, she does not recommend 
taking the rest of the summer off afterwards. 
 Ehresman 16’ worked at Martha Stewart 
Living Omnimedia Inc. during her 1L summer. 
While working for Matha Stewart, she advised 
General Counsel, and Ms. Stewart herself, on 
social media guidelines and gained hands on 
transactional experience as she rewrote the 
company’s entertainment and art release forms 
among many other tasks. Similarly, Benzaki 16’ 
worked for SONY Music where he spent most 
of his time either reviewing or drafting service 
agreements. He also worked on a complex project 
for his supervising attorney where he drafted 
memorandum on the Digital Millennium Copyright . 

IPLS and EASL Join Forces on Internship Opportunities
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Creating 
memories

Photos from the 2014 Semi-Formal

Photos from the 2014 Annual Journal / Student Organization Softball Tournament



I think it would be interesting if old people got anti-Alzheimer’s 
disease where they slowly began to recover other people’s lost 
memories.

George Carlin
(1937 – 2008)

9
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1. Gold Digger by Kanye West Ft. Jamie Foxx
Why? Kanye West’s famous hit is surprisingly very much about family law. 
Property distribution comes to mind when Mr. West shouts out his popular line 
“If you ain’t no punk holla we want prenup! WE WANT PRENUP! ‘Cause 
when she leave yo ___ she gonna leave with half!”

2. Jailhouse Rock by Elvis Presley
Why? Presley’s famous tune “Jailhouse Rock” has been danced to possibly in 
all corners of the globe. Although the song may sound happy and upbeat, the 
lyrics actually points to the monotonous life experienced by many inmates in 
the criminal justice system. Presley also references homosexuality behind bars 
when he sings “Number 47 said to number 3, you’re the cutest jailbird I ever 
did see, I sure would be delighted with your company…”

3. Same Love by Macklemore & Ryan Lewis Ft. Mary Lambert
Why? This song acquired world-wide recognition for its references to same-
sex marriage (LGBT rights) and equality for all. The rapper, Macklemore, 
sings about the stereotypes that him and so many others grew up with in 
regards to homosexuality and even skin color. He proposes his support for 
equality when he sings “No freedom ‘til we’re equal, damn right I support it.” 
We have definitely come a long way in same-sex marriage and recent decisions 
to allow legal same-sex marriages in most U.S. states shows it.

4. 99 Problems by Jay-Z
Why? A continuing issue in our criminal justice system is this “stop-and-
frisk” policing method implemented by many (but not all) police officers in an 
effort to stop crime. As for New York City, Mayor de Blasio proposed that he 
would put an end to the “stop-and-frisk” era in an effort to alleviate tensions 
regarding unjust policing methods. The problem of racial profiling has recently 
led to an extensive amount of media coverage on findings of police brutality. 
Upsetting events such as that of Eric Garner have given rise to more protests 
and greater racial tension. Jay-Z explores this concept in his lyrics when he 
raps “I heard ‘Son do you know why I’m stopping you for?’ Cause I’m young 
and I’m black and my hat’s real low. Do I look like a mind reader sir, I don’t 
know. Am I under arrest or should I guess some mo?” Well you was doing fifty 
five in a fifty four.”

5. Hurricane by Bob Dylan
Why? This song is considered (amongst most lawyers) a lawyer’s favorite. It 
talks about a man named “Hurricane” who was wrongly imprisoned. Some 
references to racial profiling are also made. Criminal law is all over these 
lyrics. Dylan sings “Here comes the story of the Hurricane. The man the 
authorities came to blame. For something that he never done. Put him in a 
prison cell but one time he could-a been the champion of the world.”

6. Folsom Prison Blues by Johnny Cash
Why? Cash sings “I hear the train a comin’. It’s rolling round the bend. And I 
ain’t seen the sunshine since I don’t know when, I’m stuck in Folsom prison, 
and time keeps draggin’ on.” His lyrics depict the gloomy criminal justice 
system.

7. I Fought the Law by Bobby Fuller Four
Why? I’m sure many of us law school students can relate to the title of this 
song alone (especially during finals). The song has to do with a man who went 
to jail after a robbery spree. Ultimately, the law won (“I fought the law and the 
law won”). But I’m sure that won’t be the case for any of us.

8. White America by Eminem
Why? Eminem has been considered one of the greatest rappers alive. In this 
controversial rap song, he releases rage against the negativity he’s received for 
his lyrical content and confronts the “steps of Congress”. He basically explains 
that there are much bigger problems out there such as racial inequality. He raps 
“look at my sales, let’s do the math, if I was black, I would’ve sold half, I ain’t 
have to graduate from Lincoln high school to know that”.

9. The Way I Am by Eminem
Why? There aren’t many songs that have to do with entertainment law. 
However, here, Eminem raps about the paparazzi invading his space when he’s 
trying to eat with his daughter. Entertainment lawyers representing famous 
celebrities are used to lawsuits involving the paparazzi. Eminem finally sends a 
message out to these invasive people when he says “Go call you a lawyer, file 
you a lawsuit. I’ll smile in the courtroom and buy you a wardrobe.”

10. Marry You by Bruno Mars
Why? This song is favored by many young couples waiting to get engaged 
(YouTube videos of proposals have proven it) and its spot on this list doesn’t 
come as much of a surprise. Bruno Mars believes in love, and it is quite 
possible he believes in Family Law as well.

11. Rude by Magic!
Why? A young man asks his girlfriend’s father for her hand in marriage only 
to be rejected time and time again. His father-in-law does not agree with 
their marriage but the lead singer of Magic! has no problem “[marrying] her 
anyway”. This might result in an Order of Protection but the only thing this 
lead singer wants to know is “Why [he] gotta be so rude?”

12. Love The Way You Lie by Eminem Ft. Rihanna
Why? The topic of domestic violence is a very serious one. With the media 
coverage of domestic violence amongst celebrity couples (Rihanna and Chris 
Brown) or athletes (Ray Rice), there is more awareness about thisdangerous 
subject. This song explains the emotional and physical pain that comes from 
being a victim of domestic violence.

13. Unfaithful by Rihanna
Why? The title makes it clear that the song is about adultery. In a fault divorce 
system, Rihanna would possibly have to pay the price for cheating and have a 
lot of her prized possessions taken from her and awarded to her husband.

14. The Refugee by U2
Why? It’s a song about coming to live in America. The lyrics state “Her mama 
say one day she’s gonna live in America.”

15. Living in the Promised Land by Willie Nelson
Why? This song depicts the reasons for so many immigrants coming to the U.S 
to find that better life they’ve only heard about. The lyrics state “Leave us your 
broken dreams. We’ll give them time to mend. There’s still a lot of love living 
in the Promised Land.”

16. People of the Sun by Rage Against the Machine
Why? This song explains the history of Mexicans and the injustice endured by 
the Mexican people from various countries.

17. Dear Landlord by Bob Dylan
Why? A song about Property Law! In this song, Dylan pleads to his landlord, 
“Dear landlord, please don’t dismiss my case. I’m not about to argue, I’m not 
about to move to no other place” (a great way to remind yourself of landlord-
tenant law during Professor DiLorenzo’s class).

18. Affirmative Action by Nas Ft. AZ, Cormega, The Firm & Foxy 
Brown
Why? Nas, a Queens-raised rapper, is known to rap about several controversial 
topics including inequality. It’s always interesting to see one of your favorite 
rappers rap about topics covered in your Constitutional Law class. Right? Well, 
affirmative action has raised many heated debates as to its constitutionality and 
fairness. Nonetheless, affirmative action is an effective tool for redressing our 
nation’s historic discrimination against African Americans, women, and other 
minority groups. [Quoted from https://www.aclu.org/racial-justice/affirmative-
action]

19. Family Portrait by Pink
Why? We can once again see Family Law play a role in Pink’s lyrics which 
explains abusive relationships within the family structure. Most importantly, 
the song talks about a young child watching such abuse take place in the 
household. She fears the family court system and its potential role in the 
division of her family. Pink sings “I don’t wanna have to split the holidays. I 
don’t want two addresses…”

20. Where Is the Love? by Black Eyed Peas
Why? Similar to Macklemore’s “Same Love”, this group sings about the 
issue of discrimination and inequality which are topics much discussed in 
Constitutional Law.

20 Great Songs from the Past (and Present) About the Law
By Krisdy B. Portugal, FORUM Staff Wrier

From the Archives...
Our research uncovered this photo of 

one young St. John’s Professor / Lecturer 
in Law, specializing in the subject of 

Legal Writing. A St. John’s Law graduate 
himself, he went on to some fame as the 

father of the current Governor of New 
York. Oh that’s right, he was Governor 

too..
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 The start of the new academic year marks 
the launch of the St. John’s Intellectual Property 
Law Center. According to its mission statement, the 
St. John’s Intellectual Property Law Center is “a 
forum for research, education, professional devel-
opment and service addressing the legal and policy 
issues of the knowledge economy… focus[ing] on 
all the ways law and lawyers participate in shap-
ing the information age, from intellectual property 
law to trade policy; from pharmaceuticals to pub-
lishing; from privacy rights to free expression prin-
ciples; from Silicon Alley to Madison Avenue.”
 The IPLC plans to begin the year with a 
bang, hosting a series of programs and initiatives, 

starting with its IPLC Inaugural Conference, to be 
held on November 7th at St. John’s University’s 
(brand spanking new) Manhattan Campus. At this 
event, a roster of “distinguished panelists will dis-
cuss… innovations and the ethical and legal ques-
tions” pertaining to machine intelligence and how 
it has affected human interaction. Know a practic-
ing attorney who may be interested? Spread the 
word, as NYS CLE credits are available. The event 
is free and open to the public (with registration). 
 What if you’re still a student? Besides ac-
cessing a wealth of knowledge, interesting conver-
sation and refreshments, it’s a great opportunity 
to network! Recently, alumni Shephard Lane ’66, 

William F. Cavanaugh, Jr. ‘77SVC, ‘80L, Robert 
J. Gunther ‘81C, ‘84L, and Daniel A. DeVito ’87 
pledged more than $1.1 million to help fund IPLC’s 
research and programming activities, and to provide 
scholarships to St. John’s Law students with back-
grounds in STEM disciplines. In addition to min-
gling with these generous and influential alumni, it’s 
a good way to get in front of the IP professors at St. 
John’s Law; namely, Professors Sheff and Subotnik. 

To register for the Conference or for more in-
formation on the Center’s initiatives, visit the 
its official webpage at www.stjohnslawiplc.org. 

Spotlight On: The STJ Intellectual Property Law Center
By Katrina Dibbini, Associate Managing Editor for THE FORUM

From the courtroom to the classroom, Brad A. 
Leventhal chronicled his twenty-six years and 
counting as an attorney, including his current 
position as the Bureau Chief of the Homicide 
Trial Bureau at the Queen’s County District 
Attorney’s Office, and how his “fond memories 
of law school” generated a desire to give back to 
law students, which he has been doing here at St. 
John’s Law in both his evidence and criminal 
procedure classes. This spring, he is slated to teach 
Advanced Trial Advocacy, where he will continue 
to equip our future lawyers with his expertise.

Q: Tell me about your career path.
A: I’ve been practicing since 1988, and I’ve been a 
criminal practitioner for my entire career. I started 
out as a criminal defense attorney working for the 
Legal Aid Society here in Queens County. I did that 
for two years. Then I went into private practice, 
both with partners and solo for about six years. 
While in private practice, I tried cases in both state 
and federal court. And from there, in 1996, I joined 
the Queens County District Attorney’s Office as an 
assistant district attorney, and I’ve been there for the 
last 18 years. There, I started out as a trial attorney 
in a Supreme Court Trial Bureau trying general 
variety crimes. Then I went to the Major Crimes 
Bureau as a trial attorney trying career criminals. 
Recidivists make up a big part of the case load as 
well very serious violent crimes including attempted 
murders on police officers. After that, I went to the 
Homicide Trial Bureau as a trial attorney. I then 
became the Deputy Bureau Chief of the Major 
Crimes Bureau, a position I held for six years, and 
then I became the Bureau Chief of the Homicide 
Trial Bureau and that’s my present position. 

Being a prosecutor is by far the best job I have ever had 
or probably will ever have. As a prosecutor your job is 
to bring justice, and that is very personally rewarding.

Q: How do you manage your workload 
in the Homicide Trial Bureau?
A: When you’re a trial attorney you are carrying 
a caseload of anywhere from 15 to 18 indicted 
homicides at a time not including a grand jury 
investigation, which can number about three to 
four. So ADAs have about 15 to 20 cases or so at a 
given time. I’m in a management position, so I don’t 
carry a caseload, but I have the opportunity to try 
cases that might have complications or challenges 
to them. A case might require a little more attention 
than an ADA carrying 15 cases can give. I can 
help my assistants by providing the assistance that 
they need to do their job effectively by picking 
up a case that may need some special attention.  

Q: Out of all the cases that you’ve 
prosecuted, which one stands out the most?
A: I tried a murder for hire case which involved 
the murder of a local orthodontist by his estranged 
wife who hired a relative to murder the victim over 
a child custody battle. I also tried a brutal murder 
case of a young woman who had been raped by 
the defendant in Brooklyn. The defendant was out 
on bail while the case proceeded in Brooklyn, and 
right before the case went to trial he waited for 
[the woman] outside her home and slit her throat 
as she left for work. She died at the scene. The 
defendant did this to prevent her from testifying in 
Brooklyn. It was the first time in the US that a low 
copy DNA was attempted to be used in a criminal 
prosecution, and I conducted the first Frye hearing 
ever in the US for purposes of determining whether 
or not it would be admissible, [meaning] whether 
or not it was a generally accepted science. And 
we were successful and won the Frye hearing. 
The low copy DNA was used at the trial and the 
defendant was ultimately convicted of that murder. 

Q: What crossover is there, if any, between your 
day job as a prosecutor and being a law professor?
A: What I do as a prosecutor helps me in teaching 
and teaching helps me keep up with the law. I 
[have been] teaching criminal procedure and 
evidence. Keeping myself up to date on the law 
and the changes in the law helps with my day job. 
And my day job helps me convey practical aspects 
about what evidence and criminal procedure 
is for the purposes of helping the students.

I’m also slated to teach advance trial advocacy in the 
spring, which will certainly be a very fluid transition 
from what I do in my day job to teaching here. 

Q: Are there examples from your practice 
that you use to instruct your students?
A: When I’m explaining particular concepts it 
certainly helps me to use some practical examples 
from my day job to help explain or convey the 
principle of law that I’m trying to talk about, 
how the principle of law translates into the 
practical world of trials or criminal practice.

Q: Tell me about your first day of law school. 
A: I went to Hofstra Law school. It was – I 
remember it being intimidating, and I remember 
being introduced for the very first time to 
the Socratic method of law school. It was 
exhilarating and intimidating at the same time. 

Professor Leventhal as depicted by a courtroom artist in 
a 2009 murder trial.

Q: Do you use the Socratic method? 
A: I try to encourage students to volunteer 
and participate, but if I don’t get volunteers 
then I will call on people. But I don’t like to 
put people on the spot if I don’t have to, so 
I try and encourage voluntary participation 

Q: Why did you decide to become a law professor?
A: It’s something I wanted to do for quite a while. I 
mostly do this to give back. One of the main reasons 
is because I had such fond memories of law school, 
especially second and third year. And the classes 
that I teach – criminal procedure and evidence – 
were [among] my favorite classes, and I wanted to 
give back. [I wanted] to be able to provide some 
of the enthusiasm that my professors provided 
to me. I try to make it interesting and let the 
students know that there is a practical application 
to that which they’re learning here in law school. 

Q: What do you find most rewarding about your 
position as a prosecutor? As a law professor?
A: It’s brining justice – especially as a homicide 
trial lawyer, but the same is true of any position 
in the DA’s office. As a homicide prosecutor you 
meet people when they are at their worst. They’ve 
suffered grievous losses, lost someone who they 
love to senseless violence for the most part and 
you want to give them a sense of justice, to give 
someone a sense that justice has been served. It’s 
very rewarding that the perpetrator of a horrible 
crime has been held actable. You do that job certainly 
not for the money, but for the sense of bringing 
justice to people, and to victims, and to families 
of victims who have been grievously injured. 

[As a professor, it’s] when I feel like the students 
get the topic, when they develop an understanding 
of the subject matter that we’re covering because 
I feel like I’m able to convey the subject matter 
to them. As a result, I feel like I’m helping them 
in learning, and it’s rewarding to me personally 
because I feel like I’m accomplishing something. 
It’s personally rewarding to me to see them 
do well in the class and grow as students. 

Faculty Profile: Brad A. Leventhal
From the Courtroom to the Classroom

By Alana Friedberg, FORUM Staff Writer
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The Courtroom Advocates Project (CAP) is a program that trains law 
students to advocate for victims of domestic violence. Under the 
supervision of a CAP attorney, students help victims draft petitions for 
orders of protection and advocate on their behalf against their abusers 
in family court. Students follow up with the victim after intake and 
prepare him or her for their adjournment dates and assist them with 
their cases as they proceed. Furthermore, students provide victims with 
safety planning and referrals to community resources such as shelters 
and counseling. In addition to assisting victims in the courtroom, CAP 
participates in Adopt a Family, which is a program run by the New York 

Legal Assistance Group. Adopt a Family is designed for St. John’s to 
adopt a family that fell victim to domestic violence. By raising money, 
CAP buys supplies (including toothbrushes, pajamas, clothes, etc.) to 
get that family back on their feet. Overall, law students and victims of 
domestic violence both greatly benefit from the CAP program. Law 
students are given an opportunity to use their knowledge of the law and 
courtroom skills to obtain relief for the victims. Victims are usually fearful 
and unaware of their legal rights and remedies available to them upon 
entering the courtroom, before meeting with a CAP student. If you are 
interested in becoming a member of CAP, please join our TWEN page.

CAP is a Great Way to Help Victims And Gain Courtroom 
Experience

 Law students are constantly being told how important it is 
to network and to form relationships with practicing attorneys. This 
semester, the Latin American Law Student Association (“LALSA”) had 
the opportunity to do just that at the Hispanic National Bar Association 
(“HNBA”) Annual Convention in Washington D.C. In order to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the three-day, 
HNBA Convention’s goal was to reflect on the achievements of Latinos 
across the nation and in the practice of law.  
 Throughout the convention, St. John’s LALSA had the 
opportunity to meet judges, practicing attorneys, law professors, human 
rights advocates, politicians and other St. John’s alumni. In addition 
to the great networking opportunities, the HNBA provided our law 
students with the opportunity to interview for summer and full-time 
positions during the student career fair. In fact, one of our own LALSA 
members was selected to interview for a position with one of the 
major law firms in Washington D.C. and another LALSA member was 
encouraged by the Vice President of a well-known insurance company 
to submit her resume for a job consideration. Attending the HNBA 
Convention also provided LALSA members with the opportunity to 
learn about various areas of law. Our students took advantage of the 

many CLE’s that 
were being offered to 
explore topics such 
as: bankruptcy law, 
immigration law, 
employment law, 
best practice tips for 
young attorneys and 
the use of technology 
in the courtroom.
 After our 
experience at the 
HNBA convention, LALSA cannot emphasize enough to law students 
the importance of networking early in your career. As a law student 
organization, we want to take this opportunity to invite all St. John’s law 
students to actively seek networking opportunities within the different 
school organizations. We have all heard the saying “it’s not what you 
know, it’s who you know” and in today’s market it cannot be more true 
for law students seeking to land a job after graduation.

St. John’s LALSA Goes to D.C.: HNBA Convention
 “Unidos en Washington: Our Struggle, Our Progress”

  
  
  

Bar Exam Preparation Companies Consumer Information Disclosure 
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At St.  believe it is important that students have full and complete information to make an 
informed decision before purchasing a bar exam review course. To that end, bar review companies that 
wish to solicit law students on-campus must provide accurate and reliable information about their most 
recent statewide and St.  pass rates. The Law School does not endorse any particular 
company or companies.  
 
 

First  time,  J.D.  takers   First  time,  J.D.  takers  
Pass  rate   Pass  rate  

Overall  pass  %

BarBri     July    2013         2718 3145 86.4% 164 186 88.2%
February  2014     93 146 63.7% 5 10 50.0%

Kaplan     July    2013         275 310 88.7% 42 43 97.6%
February  2014     28 33 84.8% 2 2 100.0%

        Marino         July    2013         24 25 96.0% 5 5 100.0%
February    2014 -‐ -‐ -‐ -‐ -‐

Pieper     July    2013         191 242 79.0% 18 23 78.0%
February    2014 23 32 72.0% 1 1 100.0%

Themis     July    2013         314 350 89.7% 15 17 88.2%
February    2014 20 26 76.9% 1 2 50.0%

Overall  pass  
percentage  

Company Bar  Exam Number  
customers  passing  

Total  number  
of  customers

Number  of  
customers  
passing

Total  
number  of  
customers

 Here’s another example of unprofessional behavior: smoking just outside 
one of the five entrances to the law school building. It is a flagrant disregard of 
university and law school regulations, posted at each of the entrances. It is a 
flagrant disregard of the health of everyone else who uses the building. It is a 
flagrant disregard of the smokers’ own health. If you must smoke, I urge you 
to use your utmost efforts to stop (which I did in 1968, and I am happy to be 
here to tell you that). The only place on campus where it allowed smoke is 
out of doors, at least 30 feet from any entrance to the building. Your smoke 
is not only a health hazard to those who must run the gauntlet in entering or 
leaving the building. If you smoke near the entrances the smoke is pulled 
into the air vents in the building and contaminates the air inside, particularly 
in the lower level classrooms. This is why there is an occasional musty odor 
of stale smoke in those rooms, which is not pleasant. If you must smoke, 
please be a professional about it. And if people ask you to move away from 
the building’s entrances, please do not respond in a rude or disrespectful way. 
That only calls heightened attention to your already unprofessional behavior.
  
A Profession to Cherish

 Being a member of the legal profession is a wonderful experience. It 
gives you the chance to help others, as we saw two years ago in the herculean 
efforts to help the victims of Hurricane Sandy, including the efforts of many 
here in the law school community. The legal profession gives you the chance to 
earn a living.  It gives you the opportunity to do good, and to do it well.  It gives 
you the chance to meet some of the most interesting and fascinating people on 
this earth. It gives you the opportunity to enjoy the collegiality and camaraderie 
of people who are fun to be around, fun to have as adversaries, fun to have as 
colleagues. And lack of professionalism in the manner in which you conduct 
yourself can only have a negative impact on any of these wonderful experiences.  
So take advantage of your professional opportunity here at St. John’s, and 
resolve to be pleasant, courteous, smiling, helpful, resourceful, friendly and, 
at all times, professional. So, while still a law student, please also resolve to 
not lie, cheat, plunder, pillage, plagiarize or otherwise engage in professional 
misconduct. You will then be able to look back fondly on your days at St. John’s.
 
See you at the St. Patrick’s Sing-a-Long on March 11, 2015.

Be Professional!
(Continued from page 3)

A lot of people mistake a short memory for a clear conscience.

Doug Larson
 (1926 — ) newspaper columnist



Non Compos Mentis [the Forum Funpages]
Satire, Humor, Games and Other Distractions...
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Ideas To: submissions.stjlawforum@gmail.com
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The furor over the free release of U2’s 
latest album, Songs of Innocence, 
to all owners of an iTunes account 
seems to have reached a fever pitch 
comparable to that generated by the 
recent release of the iSuck (a form of 
smart-pacifier conceived to expand 
Apple’s demographic to one younger 
than the company currently enjoys). 
While some have dismissed the album’s 
release as some very “Forgettable Fire,” 
others have seen this as the last straw 
in an attempt by the cash-rich company 
to make its content and products too 
available to a consumer base that takes 
pride in its ability to pay, both in blood 
and treasure, for Apple’s offerings
. 
 One cybergroup has formed - 
ironically not on any social network 
owned by Apple but on a network 
whose name in fact begins with an “F” 
- which calls itself “Occupy My Credit 
Card” and prides itself on members who 
have committed, at least as far as they 
understand the agreement, to pay at least 
twice as much for Apple products and 
services moving forward. One member 
explained via a limited, pay by the 
minute cell phone call: “As far as I can 
tell, overpaying for everything ‘Apple’ 
has become our calling card; that’s 
who we are. We don’t do free stuff.” 
[Editor’s note: This source insisted on 
anonymity based on the idea that “being 
quoted by name wasn’t something 
that [his] kind of people valued. We 
prefer to complain anonymously.”]

 Another group has vowed to take 
more palpable action. The self-named, 
“Wait Until iDie” group claimed to be 
devising a way to increase wait times 
for the honor of being an early owner 
of the latest iteration of the iPhone to 
previously unimagined durations. Says 
Iggy Perdante, who claims membership 
in the group, “I had planned to see 
both Europe and Thailand for the 
summer before my last year of college, 
especially that really hot, smelly and 
miserable part of August, but after this 
debacle I’ve decided to spend that time 
in front of the Meatpacking District’s 
Apple Store,… Just to, ya know(sic), 
make sure that the line is long enough 
for the wannabes. They need to earn 
a product that nobody really knows 

the quality of. That’s how we roll.” 
Bizarrely, and to the consternation of 
this reporter, Perdante continued by 
poorly paraphrasing Dr. Martin Luther 
King, “There comes a time that people 
get tired. I’ll be in front of that glass 
structure to say that I am tired, tired of 
those who would not segregate us and 
kick us with brutal feet by charging us 
at least a dollar for every song we like 
from those who receive plenty of songs 
for ten bucks a month, by willingly 
charging us twice the market price for 
every laptop we want from those who 
comparison shop, and would rather 
store our information on what has been 
proven to be the least reliable cloud 
server available on the consumer market 
from those who don’t accidently reveal 
celebrities in various states of undress.”
 
 Wall Street’s reaction to the 
recent formation of these groups has 
been to create a separate index for Apple 
stock. Says Pernicious Q. Dollabills, 
a broker at a firm specializing in 
overvaluation, “Frankly, no one else 
could keep up. They had to do it. Imagine 
playing against Tiger Woods at his 
prime if your only practice course was 
one that included windmills and maybe 
waterfall at the end. Apple consumers 
defy description in any rational terms.” 
When contacted for comment, Apple 
stated that all of their executives were 
unavailable as they were currently 
on a retreat on Mount Dolohmar, the 
highest known point on the Pacific 
nation of Micronesia. Rumors that they 
are looking to “invert” the company to 
that country remain unsubstantiated.  

Apple Controversy Heats Core 
Groups to New Solididity
By  L. Ambrose Lexicus Diabolus, M.A., D.D.S.

HEADLINES UNFIT TO 
PRINT

The Editors of Non Compos Mentis Regret That Our 
Own Sense of Decency Prevented Us From Printing the 
Following Stories:
 

ATTORNEYS BEGIN REFUSING TO PAY 
ASTRONOMICAL NY RENTS!!

 - Lawyers Pointing to Realization That
 “New York is Just Another State”

 - Move to Use the UBE, Same Bar Exam Used In Arizona 
and Alaska, Seen as Final Piece of Evidence 

 
STUDY: CLOSURE OF SLY FOX LINKED TO  

INCREASED STJ LAW GPA’S

 - Instructors Question Methodology; 
Claim  Corelation But Not Causation

  - FORUM  Editorial Staff Offers Itself As Control Group 
For Further Study

The recent spate of Bill Murray photo-bombing 
does not seem to show any signs of abating as one 
alert visitor to the STJ Law website proved with 
this recent screen grab.

Sudoku

Solution on next page.

 Q: Have you heard about the lawyers’ word processor?
A: No matter what font you select, everything comes out in fine print.

A golfer hooked his tee shot over 
a hill and onto the next fairway. 
Walking toward his ball, he saw a 
man lying on the ground, groaning 
with pain.

“I’m an attorney,” the wincing man 
said, “and this is going to cost you 
$5000.”

“I’m sorry, I’m really sorry,” the 
concerned golfer replied. “But I did 
yell ‘fore’.”

“I’ll take it,” said the attorney.
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Sudoku Solution:

 Apes share up to 98.7 percent of their DNA with humans but 
does this mean that apes should have legal rights like humans do?
 To understand the topic of legal personhood for apes, we must first look 
to the underlying issue: animal exploitation. The release of several documentaries 
such as “Blackfish” and “The Cove” showed the world the dreadful conditions 
majestic sea creatures such as killer whales and dolphins endure in the name of 
entertainment. “Blackfish” centers on the controversy over keeping killer whales 
in captivity for the financial benefit of big companies like SeaWorld. In this 
documentary, Tilikum, a male orca who was captured as a newborn, becomes 
aggressive towards his trainers and is responsible for the death of more than one 
SeaWorld trainer. Similarly, “The Cove” analyzes dolphin hunting techniques in 
Japan which are used by fishermen who want to sell dolphins into captivity. The 
dolphins that aren’t sold are slaughtered and the meat is sold to supermarkets. 
 Numerous documentaries regarding animal exploitation have paved the 
path for many advocates to finally speak up for these animals. The documentaries 
proved that these animals are smart, curious, and have unique personalities. 
Apes, in particular, are said to have many of the same emotional and physical 
characteristics as humans. These similarities have raised several questions as to 
whether apes should also be able to obtain legal rights like humans. While India 
has already taken a proactive step by granting legal personhood for dolphins 
and whales, the road to legal personhood for apes in the U.S. remains unclear.
 Advocates state that apes have conscious thoughts, can think, and 
can feel which is why they should be treated as more than just animals. The 
major evidence proving they have conscious thoughts is their “great capacity 
to learn and use language… to build sentences, express empathy, and engage in 
gossip.” One female gorilla by the name of Koko can actually “make signs for 
about 1,000 words and understand 2,000 spoken English words.” Primatologist 
Jane Goodall, also an advocate, shares her experience with chimpanzee 
observation by stating that “she saw many examples of compassion, altruism, 
calculation, communication, and even some form of conscious thought.”
 Legal scholar, Steven M. Wise, who specializes in animal protection 
rights, primatology, and animal intelligence set up the Nonhuman Rights 
Project (NhRP). This organization is the only one of its kind, working towards 
actual legal rights for members of different species. The organization’s goals 
are complex but admirable nonetheless. The NhRP’s aim is to obtain legal 
personhood for some animals and change their current common law status from 
“things” to “persons” who possess fundamental rights. Wise strongly believes 
that these animals have fundamental rights such as “bodily integrity and bodily 
liberty.” The organization began its first cases for the legal personhood of 
several animals in December 2013 with Tommy’s case. Tommy is a chimpanzee 
currently being held captive in dreadful living conditions. The NhRP is seeking 
to acquire legal personhood for Tommy so that he may finally be set free in a 
habitat that could provide him with all his needs. One way to break him free 

Tommy the Chimpanzee in 2013. His case was argued to the New York Supreme Court, 
Appellate Division, Third Judicial Department on October 8th, 2014.Their decision is 
expected to be released in early November.

from imprisonment is by seeking a writ of habeas corpus from the court. He 
states that the writ of habeas corpus applies to persons, and because apes have 
cognitive abilities they fit this description of “persons”. In his appellate brief, 
he has two arguments for the legal personhood of Tommy the ape: liberty and 
equality. His argument regarding liberty is simply that apes have “complex 
cognitive abilities” and live in an autonomous way, acting independently. 
Because this is something courts often protect, the NhRP says that “any place 
these cognitive abilities exist should be protected by the court regardless of 
species.” As for the argument pertaining to equality, the NhRP believes that 
“since chimpanzees have similar cognitive abilities to humans, ‘to simply 
pick out one quality they have that’s different, which is that they’re not human 
beings, and say you’re not a legal person and don’t have any legal rights… that 
is a violation of common-law equality. It’s a distinction without a difference’.”
 The only problem with the NhRP’s argument is that it could possibly 
lead to confusion in the legal system. Skeptics stated that mice also share more 
than 90 percent of their DNA with humans. So this raises the question: should 
NYC subway rats obtain legal personhood? Where does it stop? John D. Morris, 
an evolutionary creationist and skeptic stated that “humans have rights because 
we live under a moral code” and “animals have no understanding of that code.”
 It is true that many animals don’t understand our moral code but then again, 
the NhRP isn’t seeking legal personhood of all animals. They want the animals 
that have the strongest evidence of an autonomous lifestyle, and the clearest 
indications of cognitive abilities to have certain rights like humans do. The purpose 
of the NhRP is to make sure these animals are not held captive in dreary conditions. 

Should Apes Have Legal Rights?
By Krisdy B. Portugal, FORUM Staff Wrier

For more on the work of the NhRP, visit: http://www.nonhumanrights.org

RES GESTAE
YEARBOOK 2015

Calling all 3L’s !
It’s almost the end of your Law School career  
and it is time to start commemorating these 

wonderful 3 (or 4) years with the 2015 yearbook!
We need an energetic upper year students to 

join our staff! Staff will work under the advisor/
editor.  Duties will include developing text, 

headlines, creative designs, compiling student 
organization/co-curricular/clinic photos, 

accomplishments/highlights for the year, and 
a list of current staff/members.

Be a part of celebrating 
these momentous years!

I saw a commercial on late night TV, it said,“Forget everything 
you know about slipcovers,” so I did, and it was a load off my 
mind; then the commercial tried to sell me slipcovers, and I 
didn’t know what the hell they were.

Mitch Hedberg
(1968 – 2005)



theForum
SPORTS

15

2014-15 #SJUWBB
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
SCHEDULE (AS OF  OCT. 6)

DAY DATE OPPONENT LOCATION (VENUE) TIME TV

Sat. Nov. 15 at Yale New Haven, Conn. (Payne Whitney Gym) 2 p.m. 
Thurs. Nov. 20 FLORIDA                             Queens, N.Y. (Carnesecca Arena)                        7 p.m. 
Mon. Nov. 24 at Marist Poughkeepsie, N.Y. (McCann Arena) 7 p.m. 
Fri. Nov. 28 BINGHAMTON Queens, N.Y. (Carnesecca Arena) 2 p.m.
Sun. Nov. 30 WAGNER Queens, N.Y. (Carnesecca Arena) 2 p.m. 
Wed.	 Dec.	3	 •	XAVIER	 Queens,	N.Y.	(Carnesecca	Arena)	 7	p.m.	
Sun. Dec. 7 at USF Tampa, Fla. (Muma Basketball Center) 2 p.m. 
Thurs. Dec. 11 UCF Queens, N.Y. (Carnesecca Arena) 7 p.m. 
Sun. Dec. 14 NJIT Queens, N.Y. (Carnesecca Arena) 2 p.m. 

Seventh-Annual St. John’s Chartwells Holiday Classic
Sat. Dec. 20 AUBURN Queens, N.Y. (Carnesecca Arena) 12 p.m. 
Sun. Dec. 21 SMU/INDIANA STATE Queens, N.Y. (Carnesecca Arena) 12 p.m./2:30 p.m. 

Tues. Dec. 30 •	at Providence Providence, R.I. (Alumni Hall) 2 p.m. 
Fri.	 Jan.	2	 •	SETON	HALL	 Queens,	N.Y.	(Carnesecca	Arena)	 6	p.m.	 CBS	SN

Maggie Dixon Classic
Sun. Jan. 4 vs. Connecticut New York, N.Y. (Madison Square Garden) 1 p.m. ESPN2

Fri.	 Jan.	9	 •	BUTLER	 Queens,	N.Y.	(Carnesecca	Arena)	 8	p.m.	 FOX	Sports1
Sun. Jan. 11 • at Creighton Omaha, Neb. (D.J. Sokol Arena) 2 p.m. 
Fri.	 Jan.	16	 •	DEPAUL	 Queens,	N.Y.	(Carnesecca	Arena)	 11:30	am	
Sun.	 Jan.	18	 •	MARQUETTE	 Queens,	N.Y.	(Carnesecca	Arena)	 2	p.m.
Fri. Jan. 23 • at Georgetown Washington, D.C. (McDonough Arena) 6 p.m.
Sun.  Jan. 25 • at Villanova Philadelphia, Pa. (The Pavilion) Noon
Sun.  Feb. 1 • at Seton Hall South Orange, N.J. (Walsh Gym) 2 p.m.
Fri.	 Feb.	6	 •	CREIGHTON	 Queens,	N.Y.	(Carnesecca	Arena)	 7	p.m.
Sun.	 Feb.	8	 •	PROVIDENCE		 Queens,	N.Y.	(Carnesecca	Arena)	 2	p.m.
Fri. Feb. 13 • at Marquette Milwaukee, Wis. (Al McGuire Center) 9 p.m. FOX Sports 1
Sun. Feb. 15 • at DePaul Chicago, Ill. (McGrath-Phillips Arena) 1:30 p.m. FOX Sports 1
Fri.		 Feb.	20	 •	VILLANOVA	 Queens,	N.Y.	(Carnesecca	Arena)	 7	p.m.
Sun.	 Feb.	22	 •	GEORGETOWN	 Queens,	N.Y.	(Carnesecca	Arena)	 2	p.m.
Fri.  Feb. 27 • at Butler Indianapolis, Ind. (Hinkle Fieldhouse) 7 p.m.
Sun. Mar. 1 • at Xavier Cincinnati, Ohio (Cintas Center) 2 p.m.

BIG EAST Tournament
Sat. March 7 First Round Rosemont, Ill. (Allstate Arena) TBA 
Sun. March 8 Quarterfinals Rosemont, Ill. (Allstate Arena) TBA
Mon. March 9 Semifinals Rosemont, Ill. (Allstate Arena) 6:30 p.m. FOX Sports1
     9 p.m. FOX Sports 2
Tues. March 10 Final Rosemont, Ill. (Allstate Arena) 8 p.m. FOX Sports 1

Home games are denoted in BOLD CAPS
All times are subject to change; all times Eastern unless otherwise noted
All games not on network TV will be carried on the BIG EAST Digital Network

TICKET INFORMATION
1-888-GO-STORM
(1-888-467-8676)

RedStormSports.com
RedStormTix.com

@StJohnsRedStorm
#SJUWBB

@StJohnsWBB

Facebook.com/StJohnsWBball

2014-15 #SJUBB
MEN’S BASKETBALL
SCHEDULE (AS OF  SEPT. 30)

DAY DATE OPPONENT LOCATION (VENUE) TIME TV
Sat. Nov. 1 HUMBOLDT STATE [Exh.] Queens, N.Y. (Carnesecca Arena) 2 p.m. 
Sat. Nov. 8 ST. THOMAS AQUINAS [Exh.] Queens, N.Y. (Carnesecca Arena) 2 p.m.
Fri. Nov. 14 NJIT Queens, N.Y. (Carnesecca Arena) 7 p.m. FSN

NIT Season Tip-Off 
Mon. Nov. 17 FRANKLIN PIERCE Queens, N.Y. (Carnesecca Arena) 7:30 p.m. 
Wed. Nov. 19 LIU BROOKLYN Queens, N.Y. (Carnesecca Arena) 7:30 p.m. ESPN3
Wed. Nov. 26 MINNESOTA New York, N.Y. (Madison Square Garden) 7 p.m. ESPNU
   Gonzaga vs. Georgia New York, N.Y. (Madison Square Garden) 9:30 p.m. ESPN 2
Fri. Nov. 28 CONSOLATION/CHAMPIONSHIP New York, N.Y. (Madison Square Garden) 4:30/7 p.m. ESPNU/ESPN2

Tues. Dec. 2 NIAGARA Queens, N.Y. (Carnesecca Arena) 7 p.m.    FOX Sports 1
Sat. Dec. 6 at Syracuse Syracuse, N.Y. (Carrier Dome) 5:15 p.m. ESPN2
Wed. Dec. 10 FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON Queens, N.Y. (Carnesecca Arena) 8 p.m. CBS SN

Madison Square Garden Holiday Festival
Sun. Dec. 14 Manhattan vs. Rutgers New York, N.Y. (Madison Square Garden) Noon
   FORDHAM New York, N.Y. (Madison Square Garden) 2 p.m. FSN

Fri. Dec. 19 SAINT MARY’S Queens, N.Y. (Carnesecca Arena) 7 p.m.    FOX Sports 1
Mon. Dec. 22 LONG BEACH STATE Queens, N.Y. (Carnesecca Arena) 7:30 p.m.    FOX Sports 1

BROOKLYN HOOPS Winter Festival presented by Honda
Sun. Dec. 28 vs. Tulane Brooklyn, N.Y. (Barclays Center) Noon    FOX Sports 1
   LIU Brooklyn vs. Hofstra Brooklyn, N.Y. (Barclays Center) 2:30 p.m. 
	 	 	 Fairfield	vs.	Loyola	 Brooklyn,	N.Y.	(Barclays	Center)	 5	p.m.

Wed. Dec. 31 • at Seton Hall Newark, N.J. (Prudential Center) Noon    FOX Sports 1
Sat. Jan. 3 • BUTLER Queens, N.Y. (Carnesecca Arena) 4 p.m. CBS SN
Tues. Jan. 6 • VILLANOVA New York, N.Y. (Madison Square Garden) 9 p.m.    FOX Sports 1
Wed. Jan. 14 •	at	Providence	 Providence,	R.I.	(Dunkin’	Donuts	Center)	 7	p.m.	    FOX Sports 1
Sun.	 Jan.	18	 •	at	DePaul	 Rosemont,	Ill.	(Allstate	Arena)	 2:30	p.m.	    FOX Sports 1
Wed. Jan. 21 • MARQUETTE New York, N.Y. (Madison Square Garden) 7 p.m.    FOX Sports 1
Sun. Jan. 25 DUKE New York, N.Y. (Madison Square Garden) 2 p.m. FOX
Wed.	 Jan.	28	 •	at	Creighton	 Omaha,	Neb.	(CenturyLink	Center	Omaha)	 9	p.m.	    FOX Sports 1
Sat. Jan. 31 • PROVIDENCE New York, N.Y. (Madison Square Garden) Noon FOX
Tues.	 Feb.	3	 •	at	Butler	 Indianapolis,	Ind.	(Hinkle	Fieldhouse)	 7	p.m.	    FOX Sports 1
Sat. Feb. 7 • CREIGHTON New York, N.Y. (Madison Square Garden) Noon FSN
Wed. Feb. 11 • DePAUL Queens, N.Y. (Carnesecca Arena) 9 p.m. CBS SN
Sat.	 Feb.	14	 •	at	Xavier	 Cincinnati,	Ohio	(Cintas	Center)	 3	p.m.	 FOX/FS1
Tues.	 Feb.	17	 •	at	Georgetown	 Washington,	D.C.	(Verizon	Center)	 7	p.m.	    FOX Sports 1
Sat. Feb. 21 • SETON HALL Queens, N.Y. (Carnesecca Arena) 2:30 p.m.    FOX Sports 1
Mon. Feb. 23 • XAVIER New York, N.Y. (Madison Square Garden) 8 p.m.    FOX Sports 1
Sat. Feb. 28 • GEORGETOWN New York, N.Y. (Madison Square Garden) Noon CBS
Wed.	 March	4	 •	at	Marquette	 Milwaukee,	Wis.	(Bradley	Center)	 9	p.m.	    FOX Sports 1
Sat.	 March	7	 •	at	Villanova	 Philadelphia,	Pa.	(Wells	Fargo	Center)	 Noon	 FOX/FS1

BIG	EAST	Tournament
Wed.	 March	11	 First	Round	 New	York,	N.Y.	(Madison	Square	Garden)	 TBA	    FOX Sports 1
Thurs.	 March	12	 Quarterfinals	 New	York,	N.Y.	(Madison	Square	Garden)	 TBA	    FOX Sports 1
Fri.	 March	13	 Semifinals	 New	York,	N.Y.	(Madison	Square	Garden)	 TBA	    FOX Sports 1
Sat.	 March	14	 Championship	 New	York,	N.Y.	(Madison	Square	Garden)	 TBA	    FOX Sports 1

Home games are denoted in BOLD CAPS
All	times	are	subject	to	change;	all	times	Eastern	unless	otherwise	noted

TICKET INFORMATION
1-888-GO-STORM
(1-888-467-8676)

RedStormSports.com
RedStormTix.com

@StJohnsRedStorm

@StJohnsBBall

Facebook.com/StJohnsRedStorm

FENCING
2013-14 SCHEDULE

  DAY   DATE   EVENT                   LOCATION              TIME

Fri.            
Sat.            
Sun.           
Mon. 

Sun.

Fri.            
Sat.            
Sun.           
Mon.   

Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Mon.  

Sat. 

Sun.

Fri.
Sat.
Sun. 
Mon.    

Sat. 

Sun.

Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun. 

Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Mon.

Nov. 8            
Nov. 9            
Nov. 10           
Nov. 11 

Dec. 8

Dec. 13           
Dec. 14            
Dec. 15           
Dec. 16

Jan. 17
Jan. 18
Jan. 19
Jan. 20

Jan. 25

Jan. 26

Feb. 14
Feb. 15
Feb. 16
Feb. 17

Feb. 22

Mar. 9

March 20
March 21
March 22
March 23

April 11
April 12
April 13
April 14

Day One          
Day Two        
Day Three           
Day Four

Brandeis Invitational

Day One          
Day Two        
Day Three           
Day Four

Day One          
Day Two        
Day Three           
Day Four

NYU Invitational

St. John’s Invitational

Day One          
Day Two        
Day Three           
Day Four

Temple Invitational

NCAA Northeast Regionals

NCAA Championships
NCAA Championships
NCAA Championships
NCAA Championships

Day One          
Day Two        
Day Three           
Day Four

Cleveland, Ohio 
Cleveland, Ohio
Cleveland, Ohio
Cleveland, Ohio

Waltham, Mass.

Dallas, Texas
Dallas, Texas
Dallas, Texas
Dallas, Texas

Virginia Beach, Va.
Virginia Beach, Va.
Virginia Beach, Va.
Virginia Beach, Va.

New York, N.Y.

Queens, N.Y. (Taffner Field House)

Portland, Ore.
Portland, Ore. 
Portland, Ore. 
Portland, Ore.

Philadelphia, Pa.

TBA

Columbus, Ohio
Columbus, Ohio
Columbus, Ohio
Columbus, Ohio

Minneapolis, Minn.
Minneapolis, Minn.
Minneapolis, Minn.
Minneapolis, Minn.

All Day           
All Day          
All Day
All Day 

All Day

All Day
All Day
All Day 
All Day

All Day
All Day
All Day
All Day      

All Day

All Day

All Day      
All Day      
All Day      
All Day      

All Day 

All Day           

All Day
All Day
All Day 
All Day

All Day
All Day 
All Day
All Day

All Dates, Times, & Locations Subject to Change

NOVEMBER NORTH AMERICAN CUP (DIV. 1)

DECEMBER NORTH AMERICAN CUP (DIV. 1)

JANUARY NORTH AMERICAN CUP (DIV. 1, JUNIOR)

JUNIOR OLYMPICS

APRIL NORTH AMERICAN CUP (DIV. 1, DIV. 2)

Lacrosse
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